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The Association’s Policy as to Endorsements 


From time to time both the executives of the Association 
and the staff of the Research Laboratory have been embarrased 
by statements that they have given endorsements to particular 
materials, machinery or supplies. 

Members are therefore advised that, in accordance with 
the policy adopted when the Association was established, which 
policy has since been reaffirmed by the Board of Directors, 
neither the Association nor its executives give endorsements to | 
individual commercial propositions, whether these relate to ma- 
chinery, materials and supplies or to such matters as credit rat- 
ings. 

In line with the Association's policy of providing service 
for its members, the Research Laboratory from time to time 
has made analyses of materials offered to these members. Such 
analyses, however, are a personal service provided for the in- 
formation of only the persons requesting them, and under no 
condition are the results of such service intended for, or to be 
used as, a general endorsement of the material involved. 

One of our members has recently called attention to an en- 
dorsement purported to have been made by an executive of the 
Association, and it will be greatly appreciated if other instances 
of this character are promptly reported to the Association. 


Food Consumption Survey Contemplated 
At a conference on food habits, held April 17 at the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture and attended by twenty-five scien- 
tists known for their research in the field of food production, 
nutrition, medicine, and public health, steps were taken looking 
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toward a comprehensive survey of food consumption. Such a 
survey is desirable, in the opinion of the conference, because 
existing data on food consumption are inadequate and there is 
a distinct need for the information by educators, producers, 
social agencies, distributors, and others. 

The Conference adopted a resolution that a comprehensive 
survey be undertaken to ascertain: 

What foods are the families of the United States 
consuming and in what quantities? 

How much are these families spending for food 
and what proportion is this of the total family income? 

Do the foods consumed meet the nutritive needs 

of these families according to present standards of nu- 

trition? 

How are variations in food habits affected by na- 
tionality, geographical location, and resources? 

Other resolutions approved studies to determine the value 
of food data collected by the three methods—survey, account- 
ing, questionnaire—and whether data collected by these meth- 
ods are equally reliable for different groups. 

A committee was authorized, by another resolution, to set 


up the conditions to be met in making such a study; to deter- 
mine the groups to be investigated, the type of data to be ob- 
tained, the methods to be used with various groups, and what 
analysis is justified on each type of data. 


House Passes Alaska Fisheries Act Amendment 

The House of Representatives on April 19 passed a bill 
(H. R. 9210) which would amend the Alaska Fisheries Act of 
July 6, 1924, so as to authorize the Secretary of Commerce to 
permit the taking of fish or shellfish for bait purposes only at 
any or all seasons in any or all Alaskan waters. Under the 
present law the Secretary of Commerce can open or close any 
defined area to all persons, but cannot specify that any particu- 
lar kind of fishing can be carried on in an area. The amend- 
ment proposed in the bill would permit the halibut fishing in- 
dustry to take essential bait in a fishing area without opening 
such area to all kinds of fishing. 


Rural Child Labor in Washington and Oregon 
A study of the employment of children in the berry fields 
of the Puyallup Valley, Wash., and in the orchard and hop-rais- 
ing districts of the Willamette Valley, Oreg., and the Yakima 
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Valley, Wash., has been published by the Children’s Bureau of 
the U. S. Department of Labor as Bureau Publication No. 151. 
The investigation covered 1,164 children under 16 in the Wil- 
lamette and Yakima Valleys and 280 in the Puyallup Valley. 
Local and migratory workers are discussed, and information 
presented with respect to the families of child workers, the 
character of work children perform, hours, earnings, housing 
and school facilities. 


Bank Advertising that Helps the Canning Industry 

Accompanying this number of the Information Letter is a 
reproduction of an advertisement appearing in the March 29th 
issue of the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle. It is an ex- 
cellent example of advertising that benefits both the bank and 
the industries in its field. It may well serve as a model for bank- 
ing advertisements in other localities where the industry is es- 
tablished, and the reproduction is furnished in order that mem- 
bers may be enabled to bring it to the attention of the institu- 
tions in their towns and cities. 


Navy to Buy Canned Soup 
The Navy Department has asked for bids to be opened May 
11 for 43,200 cans of soups, 34,200 for delivery at Brooklyn, N. 
Y., and 9,000 at Mare Island, Cal. Copies of the schedule (5326) 
may be obtained from the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, 
Navy Department, Washington. 


Trend of Canned Food Imports 
A review of the import trade in canned foods in 1924 and 
1925 appeared in Commerce Reports for April 19. Outstanding 
features to which the report calls attention are the phenomenal 
gain in imports of canned tomatoes and tomato products, the 
considerable increases in crab meat, peas and miscellaneous 
canned vegetables, and the notable decrease in sardines. 


Effect of Fertilizers on Yield and Quality 

The effect of fertilizer in increasing the yield and quality 
of crops on muck soil is discussed in an article in the Quarterly 
Bulletin of the Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station at 
East Lansing. With regard to beets and carrots interesting 
data are given as to both yield and quality, the latter being 
measured by a determination of the sugar content. “It is a 
well-known fact,” the article states, “that if a vegetable is not 
naturally sweet, it is not of the best quality.” 
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According to the data obtained from yields on Station plots 
in 1922, 1923, and 1924, the yields of beets “increased from 2'4 
tons without fertilizer to 3 tons with acid phosphate, 13 tons 
with muriate of potash, 19 tons with potash and phosphate, and 
19 tons with potash, phosphate and nitrate. The sugar (su- 
crose) content of these table beets averaged 4.2 per cent with- 
out fertilizer, 4.5 per cent with acid phosphate, 6.9 per cent 
with potash, 6.2 per cent with potash and phosphate and 6.3 
per cent with potash, phosphate, and nitrate. If calculated as 
pounds of sugar per acre, we increase the yield from 204 pounds 
without fertilizer to 2,231 pounds of sugar per acre with a potash 
and phosphate mixture.” 

For the same three years there was obtained “an average 
yield per acre of 9 tons of table carrots without fertilizer, 11 
tons with acid phosphate, 16 tons with muriate of potash and 
19 tons each with potash and phosphate, and with complete fer- 
tilizer. The average sugar (sucrose) content of these carrots 
increased from 2.2 per cent without fertilizer to 2.3 per cent 
with acid phosphate, 3.1 per cent with potash and 3.2 per cent 
with potash and phosphate, an increase of 50 per cent over the 
unfertilized plot. In pounds of sugar per acre, the yield in- 
creased from 419 pounds without fertilizer to 1,203 pounds with 


potash and phosphate, almost three times as much sugar from 
the properly fertilized plot as from the unfertilized.” 


Illinois Freight Association Territory Rates 


By a decision that follows in general the recommendations 
of the attorney-examiner in Docket 16597, as noted in Infor- 
mation Letter 143, the Interstate Commerce Commission has 
found that the rates on canned foods, in carloads, from points 
in Illinois Freight Association territory to Burlington, Daven- 
port, Dubuque, and Keokuk, Iowa, and Hannibal, Mo., are not 
unreasonable except to the extent they exceed fifth-class rates. 
The points of origin named in the complaint were Bloomington, 
Chenoa, Chicago, El] Paso, Eureka, Freeport, Gibson City, 
Hoopeston, Milford, Normal, Onarga, Paxton, Pontiac, Prince- 
ville, Rochelle, Sycamore, Warrensburg, and Washington. The 
Commission also found that the relation of rates between the 
points stated and between the same points of origin and Chi- 
cago and Peoria, Ill., and St. Louis, Mo., is not unduly preju- 
dicial. 

The Commission denied reparation to the complainants 
upon the ground that “while the general adjustment here under 
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consideration includes rates which are unreasonably high it 
also includes rates which in our opinion are upon a less than 
maximum reasonable basis.” 

The Commission ordered an appropriate order entered re- 
quiring the establishment of rates that shall not exceed fifth- 
class rates, on or before June 15. 


Recommends Reduction in Rates to Montgomery 

In a tentative report proposed by Examiner Chelseldine it 
is recommended that the Interstate Commerce Commission find 
that the rates on canned fruits and vegetables, in carloads, from 
Milwaukee and other Wisconsin points to Montgomery, Ala., 
are unreasonable, and that reasonable and nonprejudicial rates 
be prescribed. 

The complainants in this case, wholesale grocers in Mont- 
gomery, alleged that the rates from Milwaukee, Green Bay and 
other Wisconsin points were unjust and unduly prejudicial as 
compared with rates to Meridian, Miss., and Mobile, Ala. At 
the hearing the complaint was confined to canned vegetables. 

In his report the examiner states that Montgomery has 
clearly been denied the benefit of its location with respect to the 
rates on canned foods from Milwaukee and other points of origin 
under consideration for some time, and the rates complained 
of are clearly too high when measured by the rates contempo- 
raneously maintained to Meridian and Mobile from the same 
points. He therefore recommends that the “commission should 
find that the rates were, are, and for the future will be unrea- 
sonable and unduly prejudicial to Montgomery and its shippers 
and unduly preferential of Meridian and Mobile and shippers 
there located, to the extent they exceeded, exceed, and may ex- 
ceed, the contemporaneous rates from the same points of origin 
to Meridian by more than 1 cent per 100 pounds, and to the ex- 
tent that they exceeded, exceed, or may exceed rates 4 cents per 
100 pounds less than the contemporaneous rates from the same 
points of origin to Mobile.” The proposed adjustment should be 
considered a part of the general adjustment which has been 
under way in this territory for some time, he states, and repara- 
tion should therefore be denied. 


Car Loadings Gain 
Loadings of revenue freight during the week ended April 
10 totaled 929,506 cars and were 1,414 cars greater than in the 
preceding week. This was also an increase of 11,106 cars com- 
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pared with the corresponding week last year and 218,569 cars 
over the corresponding week in 1924. 


Memorandum for Canners 


For the information of canners a brief memorandum rela- 
tive to botulism has been prepared, copies of which may be ob- 
tained upon request to the Association. 


Canned Food Exports in March 


Exports of canned foods in March of the present year, as 
compared with the corresponding month last year, showed in- 
creases in canned vegetables, condensed and evaporated milk, 
and sardines. Canned fruits as a whole and meat and salmon 
declined. The totals for March of each year follow: 

1925 1926 

Pounds Pounds 
2,139,972 1,629,044 
257,585 273,539 
434,494 339,098 
Canned vegetables, total 3,526,977 3,728,772 
Canned fruits, total 12,032,008 8,475,691 
Apricots 2,039,304 740,235 
Peaches 5,247,188 2,448,417 
Pears 1,735,172 1,914,850 
Pineapple 1,287,933 1,883,056 

Condensed milk 2,673,606 3,641,881 

Evaporated milk 6,416,991 7,857,911 

Canned salmon 4,814,283 3,591,558 

Canned sardines 7,701,662 15,090,484 


Good Idea for Other Lines, Too 

“Stockholders of the United States Steel Corporation will 
notice a departure from precedent at their annual meeting in 
Hoboken next Monday,” said the New York Herald Tribune for 
April 15. “The luncheon menu, instead of being confined to 
sandwiches and apple pie as in the past, will contain an extra 
added attraction in the form of pumpkin pie. Last year an in- 
fluential stockholder appealed to the annual meeting for the ad- 
dition of this delicacy to the modest collation and a special pie 
committee, appointed at the time, has met the demand. 

“Chairman E. H. Gary readily acquiesced in the suggestion 
last year because, as he pointed out, pumpkins at this season 
of the year are to be procured only in cans and a wider use of 
canned products by the corporation will contribute to the Steel 
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Corporation's prosperity, since the manufacture of tin for the 
containers is a function of some of the corporation's plants.” 
Pimiento Crop in Spain 

The pimiento crop of Spain for this year has been very poor, 
according to the American Commercial Attache in Madrid. The 
approximate production is as follows: Murcia, 5,000 cases; 
Valencia, 175,000; Rioja, 250,000. The average prices for pre- 
served pimientos are from $4.75 to $5.05 per case of 50 cans. 


Detailed Statistics on Fishery Products 


The U. S. Bureau of Fiheries has issued as Satistical Bul- 
letin 695 a detailed statement of the canned fishery products and 
by-products of the United States and Alaska in 1925, showing 
the output by kinds, regions, and size of container. Copies 
may be obtained from the Bureau, at Washington. 


Publications of Interest to Growers of Canners’ Crops 


The Extension Service of the University of Maryland has 
published as Bulletin No. 40, an illustrated pamphlet of 18 
pages entitled “More Tomatoes From Fewer Acres.” This bul- 
letin summarizes the experiences and results with centralized 
plant beds in Maryland during 1925. Copies are obtainable 
from the Extension Service at College Park, Maryland. 

“Growing Sweet Corn”’ is the title of a 12-page bulletin is- 
sued by the Extension Service of the College of Agriculture at 
Madison, Wisconsin. Copies of the bulletin may be obtained by 
addressing the Extension Service at Madison. 

The Virginia Truck Experiment Station at Norfolk has is- 
sued as Bulletin No. 48 its second report on spinach fertilizers, 
which gives the results of experiments to determine the plant 
response to various amounts of commercial fertilizer applied be- 
fore and after planting. 

The Department of Plant Pathology of the New York State 
College of Agriculture at Cornell University, Ithaca, has issued 
a circular on mosaic of red and purple raspberries, giving a 
resume of control measures that are effective in preventing 
spread of the disease, which is caused by a virus carried by 
aphids from diseased to healthy plants. 


British Plans to Develop Canning Industry 


Efforts are being made to extend the canning industry in 
Great Britain, according to the London Times of March 31, and 
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a National Food Canning Council has been formed to see that 
its development and expansion are on standardized lines. 


“The Council,” it is stated, “is constituted of tinplate man- 
ufacturers, producers and packers, can makers and canners, 
scientists, and others, and is an example of an attempt by an 
industry to organize itself through having the support and help 
of the Ministry of Agriculture. 


“The council has appointed a can makers’ committee, which 
is busy working out the problem of making a cheap can, a can- 
ners’ committee, a growers’ committee, a research committee, 
and a general purposes committee. The machinery is thus es- 
tablished for the healthy expansion of the industry, and with 
the cooperation and assistance of all the interests concerned 
there is every reason for optimism. A really large canning in- 
dustry would prove a boom to the fruit and vegetable-growing 
trade; it would provide more employment in the villages and 
small towns, and allow of the production of more foodstuffs at 
home.” 


Marking of Imported Merchandise 
In reversing a decision of the Board of General Appraisers 


the U. S. Court of Customs Appeals has held that figs packed in 
small baskets, which were imported in wooden cases contain- 
ing fifty baskets, neither of which was marked to indicate the 
country of origin, are not subject to an additional 10 per cent 
of duty because they were not marked with the country of origin. 
The Court held that the individual figs were the articles of im- 
portation; that the baskets in which they were contained were 
packages within the meaning of the section (304 (a) of the 
Tariff Act of 1922); that as the statute did not provide for the 
assessment of the additional duty for failure to mark the pack- 
ages, and as no claim was made that the figs could be marked 
without injury, the assessment of the additional duty was with- 
out authority of law. 


New Varieties of Strawberries Developed 


Three new varieties of strawberries—the Beacon, Bliss and 
Bouquet—have been developed by the Experiment Station at 
Geneva, New York, and stocks are now available at cost from 
the New York State Fruit Testing Association at Geneva. These 
varieties practically cover the strawberry season, coming into 
bearing in the order named. 


